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History of the Chrysler "Flainsman™ with body by Ghia

This car is one of a serieg of design idea cars commigsioned by
Chrysler Corporation to Ghia Studios in Toxino, Italy. ln late 1955
a Chrysler chassis and engine was sent to Ghia with the instruction
to build the "dream" station wagon of the future. 1t was Chrysler's
lead show car at the 1956 Paris Auto Show.

Ghia proceeded to build a unique car based hbased on an "old west"
United States Theme thus the name "Plainsman". The theme was set Py
using brown and white unborn calfskin as the upholstery material.
This was accentuated by the use of tannedlbrown:tedtheri as edging
materisl. The interior has controllable air vents for the rear seat
passengers. The insgtruments for the first time in the industiy were
concentrated in a pod and elevated from the dash for easy visibility.

An internal body innovation was the industry's first rear facing
third geat which has bheen incorporated in many Chrysler Copporatian
station wagons. Une exclusive feature of this seat in the rlainsman
hag not yet entered production. The seat was constructed so that It
raises and lowers by remote control from the dashboard. ln addition
the rear window glass lowers:, the tail gate comes down and steps
come out of the rear bumper so that passengers can easily step up
into the seat.

Exterior body features include the tTirst 'step down' rooi over the
front seat. The first Chrysler production model to incorporate this
feature was the 1958 Imperial which featured a stainless steel roof
panel. The rear 3/4's of the Plainsman roof is covered with white
sailcloth making it the firstlofuthe luxurny padded tops.

The original engine was a 20 cubic inch V-8 which did not have
sufficient power to adequat=sy hani.e the 4,900 pound weight of

the vehicle, A Chrysler 440 Magnum with Ansen Stick/automatic shift
has been incorporated to provide adeguate power.

Although originally built as a left hand drive car the owners were
forced to modify it to wight hand drive when they moved to Australia;

onn one of their overseas assignments,

The Flainsman is owned by Dorothy and Elwood Parrish and is in daily
use in California. Ko one but Chrysler and the Parrish's have ever
owned the car., They acquited the car when lr. bParrish was Vice Presg=
ident of Latin American Marketing for Chrysler lnternational Corporation

At that timethe Parrish's were resident in Havana, Cuba which was
the Latin American headquarters for Chrysler International. When
Castro's communism took over Cuba Iir, Parkish was forcedto flee

to Puerto Rico. He then arranged for lrs. Parrish and the Plainsman
to Be picked up by a Spanish ship and transported to fuerto Rico.

The Plainswman is in amazingly good condition considering it's age
and the mumber of countries in which it has been operated. The
Parrish's are currently in the process of completing a full
mechgnical, interior and exterior restoration of the Plainsman.

Statement typed up by Elwood Parrish and
Given to Leon Dixon in 1979...
Noite mention of no other owners ever/!
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Concours

M Story and photos by Rich Luckin

Concours d’Elegance fits that saying and then some.

Due to a gloomy Sunday forecast, the 23rd annual event
at Amelia Island, Fla., moved its elegant, chrome-laden con-
cours to the preceding Saturday for the second time.

The March 10 show included a variety of vehicles from A
(Auburn) to Z (Zagato) and everything between. In addition to
this vast variety, the Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance also
packs many wonderful surprises each year. Often, those sur-

They say variety is the spice of life and the Amelia Island

28 Old Cars Weekly News & Marketplace / April 19, 2018

prises are vehicles spectators have
only seen in pictures.

For example, the Chrysler
Thunderbolt (one of five produced
in 1941) was on display, as was
the finally restored, one-of-a-kind
1956 Chrysler Plainsman concept
car, This station wagon concept
features a body built by Ghia of

Top: The two Best
of Show winners at
this year’s Amelia
Island Concours
were this 1963 Fer-
rarl 250/275P and
1929 Duesenberg
convertible coupe.

Italy trimmed with door panels made of unborn calfskin.
The variety this year encompassed more than 300 automo-

www.oldcarsweekly.com




Above: Ed “Big Daddy”
Roth’s 1959 “Outlaw” was
one of the first custom rods
with a fiberglass body. The
engine is from a Cadillac.

Left: This 1941 Chrysler
Thunderbolt is one of five
produced and was one of the
earliest concept cars,

Auburn was featured at this year's Amelia Island Concours  The Ghia-built 1956 Chrysler Plainsman
d’Elegance, and several Speedsters were on display. cept wagon from Virgil Exner’s studios.

www.oldcarsweekly.com April 19, 2018 / Old Cars Weekly News & Marketplace 29
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A BOLD NEW CONCEPT IN STATION WAGON DESIGN,
the Plainsman “ldea Station Wagon™ reflects the
colorful amd easual way of life that typifies the
nation’s westwarll movement. 1t seats eight pas-
sengers in “sedan comforl”™ and features such
striking innovations as an “obscrvation emr”
reavward-lacing third seat and a gpare tive con-
cealed in the right redr fonder. Third seat and

tailgate operate eleetrically. Safety access steps,
used 10 enter the rear seat, disappear into the
end of the lmmpnr when the tailgate is closed,
Intevior trim is natural ealf hide with leather
holsters and the all-steel cantilever top is two-
thirds covered by padded white fabrie. The
Plainsman’s exterior finish of Palamine heige

Oversall length ..ovviiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiniiiienyensosnieaens 208 inches
Overaill WIAth igeoseagpsennviniviinrorsrassinssnaiansisisessseys 10N iches
Overall hedght L. ueueiiiiiiiriienecniranerinrsennssssnnssinss 0602 inches
WHEBHWE. o vessdvsandensormacnss rimuosmnieysensevpninsssy s savies VN5 IHONOE
Engine coevvniivniiiaisarnoreiaesasssssseasSpecial Chrysler Corporation V-8
'lrnnsum«ion ....................................................methla-
Mu\mmm cargo deck length CTailgate open) ..o 06,5 inches
Targn deck length with tailgate elosel, oo v viernnniennnnrneeenns . 067 inches
Masinum vavgo gdech widthooooiaiiiiiiieinaniiiivieinee e, 085 inches
Steering cisiriiarisararasssriressisissiasssvrasanesarsassss Goaxial Power
BEAKEE vveviinnneiereernnssisiaresasesesionnesssenasss Sulely Pedul l’mu‘r

metallic fully complements its western flayor,




Sets the Pace in Advanced Styling

A bold new contept in slation wagon design from the forward-looking stylists In
Chrysler Corporation's Engineering Dllelon. this 8 passenger “idea stotion wagon”

features such striking innovations os an “observalion cor' rearward-facing third seat
and o spare Kre concealed in the rear fender, The Plainsman reflects the colorful and
casual way of life that typifles the nolion's westward movement. From its creation and
los!lng come valuable ideas for fulure cars of THE FORWARD LOOK. Sorry—the Plains-
man's not for sale. However, we're sure you'll find all your heart desires in automobile
beouty and power In one of the oulstanding cars of THE FORWARD LOOK '56. Drop
fnon your Plymouth, Dodge, De Soto, Chrysler, or lmparlol dealer soon.




FLAINSMAN S PECITFEFICATYONTS

ColoriiissavasissssvasaasssssossnnesiissranssissssasssPalomine belge metollic
Over-oll lengthe s covsnensssasssnsconssssassanonasnsnsnssanssansaness208 inthes
Over-oll widlhe s sssnssesanssnsssscssssossssanssanssssnnssssnsnnss?P8 Inthes
Over-oll hoighl e iieinansivonescssarsstvesanssasvsnssassssssese 802 inchen
Whlllhnlt.-.......-..-.-....n....._.........-...-.-.-....---.-..“5 inches
Enging.ccsssisasannnnscnsvanenonssscansenssss.Speciol Chryster Corporation V-8
Trommision. s sosesssrensuerstosvarsrassenssssinrsnscasssessssesssPowrFiite
Vbl vsinacpiohposponavinbnssssssnrasasrnssssisssnibvinsisisess?iDa{s
Moximum cargo deck length (Toilgale open). cvvrereessvsnssossessssss 1085 inches
Cargo dock length with tailgale closed. . s vvovinsnsrrsnsssssesssssess 867 inches
Moximum corgo dock Widtheeesssrassrsrssnesrvansiavasansnessnssss $3.5 inthes
SIoeriNg.assnsssessvessnsnresonsssesnssnsrivavenassssnsssssssCoaxiol Power
Brokes.sssssseesnenssssnirnsassssasnsansnsnennsnsssnsassssSafely Pedol Power
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CHRYSLER CORPORATION - PRESS INFORMATION SERVICE - DETROIT 31, MICHIGAN - Tisa 3-4500

For Use in Afternoon Newspapers of NEW STATION WAGON IDEAS
Monday, October 1, 1956

NEW STATION WAGONS AND SUBURBANS INCORPORATE

MANY FEATURES INTRODUCED BY "PLAINSMAN"

DETROIT --In just nine months Chrysler Corporation has transformed
the widely acclaimed experimental "Plainsman' into a glamorous production
station wagon,

Rear-facing third seats, first introduced by '"The Plainsman' at its
Chicago automobile show debut in January, 1956, will be available in the 1857
four-door, nine passenger Plyxﬁouth Suburbans and Dodge and DeSoto station
wagons,

Folding away flush with the car floor is the new arrangement eliminating
the task of taking out and storing third seats as is done on all competitive -make
station wagons when cargo space is needed. The seat back then becomes part
of the floor, providing greatly increased carrying space.

As in "The Plainaman, ' the action and positioning of the third seat is
made possible by relocating the spare tire in the right rear fender behind a
clip-on access panel and by locating the gas tank in the left rear fender.

Entry to the third seat is by way of the tailgate, with passengers using
carefully located rubber-covered step pads mounted on the bumper, The tail-

gate window may be operated electrically by switches located on the instrument

THE NEW SHAPE OF #HOZ/ON =
=




-2-

panel, and adjacent to the third seat. The tailgate window may also be opened
by inserting a key and turning it in the tailgate keyhole located on the outside
of the vehicle,

Among other features to be found on all Chrysler Corporation six and
nine passenger Suburbans and station wagons are extra wide tailgates that
employ a torsion bar hinge, permitting one-hand raising and lowering; wrap-
around rear corner windows, with no coruner posts to give better visibility
for both drivers and passengers, and a gas tauk located in the left rear fender,
Air conditioning is also offered for the first time as an option.

The fender mounted spare tire is offered as an optional feature on

some of the companies six passeunger Suburbans and station wagous,

33756-9




CHRYSLER CORPORATION 35455-A
Press Information Service

Detroit 31, Michigan

TUlsa 3-4500

THE PLAINSMAN

An "Idea Station Wagon™ Designed by Chrysler Corporation

SPECIAL FEATURES:

* Rearward-facing "observation car' rear seat for two adult
passengers. BSafety access steps, used to enter rear seat,
digappear into ends of bumper when tailgate is closed. Rear
geat unfolds, tailgate opens and closes electrically.

% Interior trim of natural calf hide, with leather bolsters.

% Aircraft-type instrument panel controls.

* Seats eight passengers in "sedan comfort™.

% Spare tire carried in right rear fender panel.

% All-steel cantilever top, two-thirds covered by padded white
fabric.

% “Automatic" gasoline filler pipe, located in left taillight
opens in one motion as taillight is lifted forward.

% Parking lights integrated in massive front bumper guards.

SPECIFICATIONS:
Over-all length =~=- 208 inches
Over-all width -~~~ 79.4 inches
Over-all height ---- 60. 2 inches
Wheelbase -~~~ | 115 inches
Tread, front ««-- 58.4 inches
Tread, rear -~-- 58.5 inches

(more)




For Use in Afternoon Papers of
Thursday, Japuary 3, 1956

NEW CHRYSLER PLAINSMAN "IDEA STATION WAGON"

FEATURES SHARPLY SCULPTURED FENDER LINES

Conceived as an experiment in station wagon styling, the new eight-passenger
Chrysler Corporation "Plainsman® makes its public debut at the Chicago
.PﬁoBowﬂm Show, January 7-15. One of the most interesting features of the
new "idea wagon" is the rearward-facing third seat in the back, which
comfortably accommodaies two adults. The car, which has a definite
Western flavor,. is finished in a metallic ¥Palomino beige™, with two-thirds
of its all-steel, stepped cantilever H.noﬁ covered by a padded white weather-
resistant fabric. Chrysler Corporation has no plans for commercial pro-

duction of the Plainsman, which was built primarily to get public reaction to

its novel features.

{122855)



The Plainsman, the lutest nddition to Chrysleyr Corporation's family of

"Tdea Cars,” is a unique twa-door, elghl passenger stution woagon, IL-rup-
resents a new and vigorous type of uutomobile desipnm:  luxurious, versatile,
able to cope succesafully with the rapidly ehanglng needs end demsnds of

the Amerlenn motorist, VFor its insplratlion Chrysler Corporation styliste
looked to the Great Western Plains of Amerles--to thelr vivid, colorful,

and cneunl way of life, Materials, colors, and finishes have been dramati-
cully keyed to the Western motlif, from the Palomino Relge exterior tu the
white nnd brown notural enlf skin trimmed interior. Gold Texns Longhorn

medallionz on the tailgate und both sides of the roo! add to this themo,

Measuring 208,0 inches from bumper to bumper, 60,2 inches in helght, and
9.4 inches in width, the Plainsman exhibits clean sweeping lines that
glve 1t the wppearance of being much longer and lower than 1t actually is.
It is powered by o speclal Chrysler Corporation V-0 engine nnd Is equipped
with numerous automstle and power nssisted accessorles such ag Powerflite,

power brakes, power steering, electric window 11fts, nnd an elechbrically

operated tailgate nund rearvard facing third seat,




from the heater 1s ducted through the door direetly into the rear com-
partment., Full cargo nren is available almply by folding the rear seat
back forward on top of the seut cushion., A folding panel attached to
the veat back is then firmly fixed to the floor by chrome support roda,
and provides a completely flush, carpeted londing urea 86,7 inchies long

with the tailgate raised.

Function and convenience ure especlally noteworthy in the aireraft type
Instrument panel. All of the englne pgauges nnd instruments, including
n clock, are clustered directly in front of the driver in one lurge,
hgoded congole, 8ix levers located on a flat projection of the instru-
ment panel opernte the PowerFlite controls, windshield washer control,
windshield wiper, and lights, Below this proJéction are loested the
controle for the heater, defroster, und cigar lighter. fThe entire top

surface and leading edge of the panel is padded and covered with natursl

covhide,
SPECIFICATIONS
Over-all length 208,.0 inches
Over-all width A 9.4 inches
Over-all height (unlonded) 60,2 inches
Wheelbase 11% inches
Tread, front 58.4 inches
Tread, rear 58.%5 1inches
Engine Speclal Chrysler Corporation
V-8 englne
Transmission PowerFlite
Tires 7.10 x 15
Steering Chrysler Corporation Conxial
Power Steering
Brakes Chrysler Corporation Sufety
Power RBrakes
Max. cargo deck length, tailgate open 106.% inches
Max. cargo deck width 63.% inches

CHRYSLER CORPORATION - ENGINEFRING DIVISION
Product Planning & Programming Section
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CHRYSLER CORPORATION RELATIONS 1556
Press Information Service
Detroit 31, Michigan

TUlsa 3-4500

For Use in Newspapers of
Sunday, January 15, 1956

AUTO SHOW OPENS AT CHRYSLER SALON

NEW YORK, January 15--An 18-car exhibit, featuring an "'idea" station
wagon and many other new styling and engineering developments from Chrysler
Corporation, will be open to the public in the Salon of the Chrysler Building,
January 18-27,

Headliners in the show includg:_;

The Plainsman--an "idea" station wagon embodying an entirely new con-
cept in automotive design. Unique in the Plainsman are an '"observation car" rear
seat facing toward the back, an electrically operated tailgate and a spare tire
concealed in the right rear fender.

The Fury--Plymouth's latest production model combining the features of
a high performance sports car and the conveniences of deluxe American production
car design.

The Chrysler 300-B--America's highest powered car with a 340 horse
power engine and special sports type suspension.

The Dodge LaFemme-~~The 1956 car designed exclusively for women, even
to the extent of being equipped with a complete woman's rain ensemble to match the

interior trim.

, .. The DeSoto Pace Car -- a special DeSoto Fireflite convertible selected to" - -

pace the 500-mile Memorial Day race at Indianapolis.




.

The exhibit is entitled ""The Forward Look Sets the Pace' and will be open
to the public at no charge from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays and Saturday and
12 noon to 6 p, m. on Sunday, January 22. The Salon is located at 405 Lexington

Avenue.

(1956)




left talllight lens. When the lens ie pushed in, the {lller cap auto-

matlically opens. Pushling the lens slightly further relenses the lens and

1t returns to its normul positlon, simultuncously closling the filler cop.

Another ogutstanding featuwre of this advanced vehlcle 1s the location nnd
operation of the third seat. The tallgate window and tuilgete are hoth
Lowered electriceally, nmctunted by switehes located nt the Instrument
punel .and In the rear compartment. Another button causes the rewrward
Tnelng third seat to unfold from its completely concenled position in

the floor.  ¥ntry to this seat is by way of the tnilgate, made convenient‘
by steps which nutomatically project from the bumper after the toallpgate
la lowered, und‘by o neatly designed grab handle forming the traillng

edge of the roof.

The interior of the Plainomen harmonizes perfectly with the Western theme
embodied by the exterlor of the car. Pleated natural calf skin uphol-

stery Is used on the seats, the door panels, ond the rear wheel housings,

Notural cowhlde 4rim, luxurious tmun earpeting, and the novel covhide nnd
fabric headlining complete the interlor appolntments. Retractable srm
rests, bullt into the seat backs, nre another of the luxury fentures of
the Maeinsman. For extra comfort, Cront seat backs wre indlvidually ad-
Justable to tilt through mn angle of about fifteen degrees, 5liding

inside door hundlesa are nnother of the many deslan innovations fowxl on




From front to reor, top to bottom, the Plainsmen embraces the true concept
of the "Idea Cars"--the stylist's laboratory on wheels. Its graceful and
eye-appealing proportions mre enhunced by a cantilever type all-steel roof .
covered with a white synthetic fubric that gives the car o light, airy
appearunce. The low, sleek appeurance 1s achieved by an unusual stepped-
roof design that allows the use of a lower section over the front seat com-
partment. A fresh air intuke is provided in this step; on the inside, lou-
vers can be convenlently regulated by the passengers so that aly 1s circu-

lated freely but never directly on the pussengers themselves,

Accenting the road hugging appearance of the Plainsman is n bomb-like pro-
Jection which flows from the massive Cront bumper guards nlong the full
length of' the lower body und gives the feeling of muss concentrated close

to the ground. On both sides of the cur, hinged portions of this projection
1if't to provide sccess to the rear wheels., On the right side, behind the
rear wheel 18 a completely new locatlon for the spare tire. lo 1ifting of
the ppare tire is required because of n bullt-in Jack which raises and
lowers it quickly and eesily. By utilizing this ordinarily wasted spuce,

it 1s possible to incorporate the flush folding third seat.

An exceptionally wide door provides extra entrance spusce for the convenience

of veay geat pussengers.

Highlighting the front-end of the Pluaineman 1t n simple, functlonal di-
vided prille flunked by large round bumper guards with integral parking
llghta, Added oliy Plow snd engine cooling is accemplished by the use of
u slot in the underside of the front bumper, 'The hooded headliphts ure
framed by the curved reverse nngle of the fender ond set sgainst s back-
ground of thin horizontal chrome bars. As the fender and helt line flows
back toward the taillight, it flelrs up slipghtly just behind the door,
creating a fin-like remr fender--a further expression of Chrysler Corpo-

ration's well known Flight Sweep theme,

At the rear the Plainsman displays several completely new design innova-

tionn. One of these 1s the concenled gas Tiller tube located behlad the







