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AUTOMOTIVETOUCHUP OFFERS MONEY-SAVING, 
PROFESSIONAL-LOOKING CAR AND TRUCK PAINT TOUCH UP TIPS
NEW ORLEANS – As part of the frugal living trend that has grown out of a weak economy, keeping your car or truck longer or buying a used vehicle are two trends that make good financial sense. Learning how to fix those rock chips, scratches and nicks is a one good way to maintain your vehicle’s value and appearance and keep small damage from growing into a bigger problem.

Small cosmetic repairs don’t have to require a costly trip to the body shop. By using the right tools and techniques you can get rid of nicks and scratches in your own garage. Helping do it yourselfers save money and get professional-looking results is the focus of specialty touch up paint manufacturer AutomotiveTouchup. The company custom formulates exact-match touch up paints for thousands of cars and trucks each year using a comprehensive library of OEM colors. 

The key to the perfect color match is contained in the vehicle’s color code. The trick is finding it, since it can be located in a number of places, the inside of the door being the most common.  AutomotiveTouchup formulates touch up products to work together as part of a complete automotive paint system, and recommends using primer, basecoat and clearcoat from the same brand. Completing your touch up project with clearcoat is an essential finishing step – nail polish is no substitute for a real clearcoat product. For the best results, choose the formulation that fits the type of repair needed: Pens are best for small rock chips and nicks smaller than a pencil eraser, and also for thin scratches. Bottles work for small areas no larger than a dime, and a half-ounce bottle is sufficient for most small touchup projects.  For bigger areas, a single 12-ounce aerosol can will cover about a six square foot area, while large restoration projects might require a spray gun and ready to spray products in pints, quarts and gallons.

Before you do any type of repair, it is important to test the color match of the touch up paint and compare it to the vehicle's existing paint. AutomotiveTouchup encloses a test card with each order to preview the color before applying, and also provides a how-to video on their website with techniques to take full advantage of this color preview tool.
For simple pen and bottle touch ups, a pair of disposable gloves might be all that is needed. When the project involves more repair steps and aerosol products, additional materials can include body filler, sandpaper, dust mask or respirator, safety glasses, prep solvent, adhesion promoter, masking tape or masking film, tack cloth and rubbing compound. 

Thoroughly clean the area to be repaired with dish soap (Joy, Dawn etc.) and water before painting to remove wax, silicone and oils. Regular car soap often has a car wax so this product should not be used. Use prep solvent and a clean lint free towel to assure the surface is free of wax, silicone, and oils. 

If primer is needed, for plastic and fiberglass parts, before priming use a plastic parts adhesion promoter over bare plastic or fiberglass. (Note: this is only required for aerosol paints, not pens or bottles).  Apply three or more coats of primer, allowing five to ten minutes of dry time in between coats. 


The next step is the basecoat. Thoroughly shake the basecoat color pen, bottle or spray can before applying. Spray a test panel with basecoat and clearcoat first to compare color match and coverage. Apply as many medium coats necessary to cover the area, waiting five to ten minutes minimum between light coats. Wait 30 minutes before using clearcoat.  Then, apply two to four wet coats of clearcoat, waiting five to 10 minutes in between coats for aerosol and 10 to 20 minutes for bottles and pens. With these brush-on products, be gentle with the brush so the undercoats are not disturbed. Clearcoat should be dry to the touch in one to two hours but will completely dry overnight. Wait one day to use rubbing compound for an optimum gloss level. 

Helpful Tips

· Practice using touch up paint before applying, to get a feel for the paint and to check the color match. Use a glossy sheet of paper or metal can as a practice surface.

· Apply in an area with adequate ventilation.

· For aerosol, the ideal temperature for spraying is 70 to 80 degrees F. Ideal humidity should be 50% or less.

· Use several light coats rather than one heavy coat.

· Allow the correct amount of drying time. Drying times can vary depending on the temperature. If the temperature is below 70°F, the paint can take longer to dry.
· Store touch up products in a cool, dry location, not in a vehicle.

· Do not spray primer, paint or clearcoat in direct sunlight.
· Post touchup, fresh paint is a little soft and its best not to do any hard scrubbing. The solvents in the wax can attack the clearcoat if it hasn’t had time to cure.

· Do not wax for 30 days.
· Touch-up products including primer and clearcoats are hazardous. Keep away from children and wear safety glasses and a respirator mask.
AutomotiveTouchup.com features descriptive how-to videos that provide detailed instructions for a variety of touchup projects, as well as many interesting customer-submitted DIY success stories.
About AutomotiveTouchup


Headquartered in New Orleans, AutomotiveTouchup is a division of Microfinish LLC, which produces coatings for vehicular and industrial equipment repair and refinishing in a state-of-the-art facility. By manufacturing its products to exacting standards, Microfinish has reduced volatile organic compound levels to below Department of Environmental Quality regulations and industry standards. For more information call 1.888.710.5192 or visit www.automotivetouchup.com/ or www.microfinish.com.  Follow on Facebook: facebook.com/AutomotiveTouchUp
Twitter: @atu_microfinish or Instagram: @automotivetouchup 
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